Context Clues

Learning words can be hard. If you're not sure what a word means, it helps if you can at least know the information around the word. There are ways of figuring out what a new or unusual word means. One way is to use context clues.
Using context clues means using the information around the word you don't know. These words help you find what it means. You can also use the information in the rest of the paragraph to help you figure out what the word means. There are a few things to watch for when looking for context clues:
· A punctuation mark, such as a comma (,) or dash (—), may help you understand how the word is being used. 

Example: 
During the song's crescendo, the part where the music gets louder, the trumpets can be heard over the singer's voice.

Crescendo is a big word! If you don't know what it means, look at the hint after the comma. The hint is "the part where the music gets louder." This shows that crescendo must mean the same thing as "the part where the music gets louder."

· Key words, such as "or", and "that is" may also give you a hint that a definition is nearby. 

Example: 
Blake studied every facet of the statue, and every part of it impressed him. 

This sentence shows that facet means "part."
· Also, make sure to read the entire paragraph! Sometimes a word's definition may become clearer by reading the entire paragraph where it appears.
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