Ella Enchanted
Chapter 1

Focus Question #1
What are three problems/conflicts introduced within the first chapter that gets the story moving?  Give specific, relevant and interesting details to support your answer.

Answer Plan:  What to do

1. Write a sentence to restate the question and begin your response.

2. Write about one conflict with supporting details.  Include a quote, if possible.

3. Choose a second conflict and use the text to support your response.

4. Include a third conflict with relevant information from the text.

5. Conclude by restating the question.

Possible Answer:

(1) In Chapter 1 of Ella Enchanted, three important problems are introduced.  (2) First of all, we learn that Ella is cursed with a gift of Obedience.  Ella must follow any order given to her, regardless of the harm it could cause.  AS Ella states, “I was in danger at every moment.”  (3) Second, we learn that Ella is a rebel who doesn’t want to follow the orders given. She does not just accept her fate, instead she tries to fight it off.  (4) Finally, we learn that Ella’s mother is dying.  Both she and Ella had caught a cold, but Mother gets worse and Ella gets well. (5) Overall, much information is presented in the first chapter to get the story moving along.

Ella Enchanted
Chapter 2-3
Reading Strategy

· Inferring means to “read between the lines” and fill in what the author leaves out.  It is using what you know to figure out what the author does not tell you.

Focus Question #2

Gail Carson Levine uses both description and dialogue to introduce Ella’s father to the reader.  Based on this information, what can you infer about his relationship with Ella and the role he will play in the novel?

Answer Plan:  What to do

1. Write a sentence restating the question and including your inference.

2. Elaborate on what you have figured out about Ella’s father.

3. Use specific examples from the text to support your reasoning.  Use quotes if possible.

4. Conclude by explaining what role you think he will play in the novel.

Possible Answer:

(1) After being introduced to Ella’s father, I can infer that Sir Peter and Ella do not have a very loving relationship.  (2) First of all, he is unkind and selfish.  (3)AT one point, Ella is wailing because of the death of her mother.  Instead of comforting her, he “pressed my face into his chest…trying to muffle my voice” and says “Get away from here.  Come back when you can be quiet.”  (4) This shows that he cares more about what other people might think than about this own daughter’s feelings.  I think his selfishness is going to cause more problems for Ella in the future.
Ella Enchanted
Chapters 4-5
Focus Question #3

An internal conflict is one that happens within a character (person vs. self) like feeling jealously.  An external conflict is a problem that happens outside a character and involves other elements (such as a person vs. person, person vs. nature, person vs. technology)  like being in an argument or having it rain when you’ve planned a picnic.  What internal and external conflicts does Ella face?  Predict how she will deal with these conflicts.

Answer Plan:  What to do

1. Write a sentence restating the question.

2. Include one internal conflict Ella has and support it with ideas from the novel.  Use a quote, if possible.

3. Choose one external conflict Ella is involved ina dn again use specific examples from the text to support your reasoning.

4. Conclude by predicting what will happen in the novel.

Possible Answers:

(1)  Ella faces both internal and eternal conflicts within the story.  (2) First, she fears her father.  She illustrates this internal conflict by stating, “I hated being afraid [of him], but I was.”  (3) Next, she argues with her father.  Ella doesn’t want to go to finishing school, but her father is forcing her to go.  She has no choice.  (4) I believe Ella will eventually go to finishing school but will not get “finished” as her father wishes.

Ella Enchanted
Chapter 6-7

Focus Question #4

Identify three of the most important happenings within this chapter.  Which event do you believe will have the greatest influence on Ella’s future?

Answer Plan:  What to do

1. Write a sentence restating the question

2. Identify the three most important events

3. Explain which of the three events you feel is of greatest importance.

Possible Answer:

(1) There are three major events that occur in Chapters 6 and 7.  (2) First, while at the royal menagerie, Ella nad Char meet unexpectedly.  Second, Char saves Ella nd the young gnome from the ogre.  Third, Hattie figures out that Ella must obey orders.  (3) I believe that Hattie’s new-found knowledge about Ella is of greatest importance because Ella nd Hattie will be at finishing school together, and there, Hattie will have many more opportunities to use Ella’s Obedience to her advantage.

Ella Enchanted
Chapters 8-11

Focus for Reading:  Take note of Hattie’s spiteful commands as you read.

Focus Question #5

Which of Hattie’s commands do you believe is the most spiteful?  Why does Hattie treat Ella so badly?

Answer Plan:  What to do

1. Write a sentence restating the question.

2. Using the text as your reference, determine which of Hattie’s commands was the crulest?

3. Explain your reasoning.

4. Conclude by explaining why you believe Hattie treats Ella so poorly.

Possible Answer:

(1) Throughout Chapters 8-11, Hattie does many mean things to Ella including starving her and taking her mother’s jewelry.  (2) The most spiteful thing I think she did, however, was ordering Ella to end her friendship with Areida.  (3) This was most unkind because Areida was Ella’s only friend at school.  She was Ella’s confidant and solace, and by commanding her to end that friendship, Hattie was forcing Ella to be completely alone.  (4) I believe Hattie treats Ella so badly because she is jealous of Ella’s spirit and appearance.
Ella Enchanted
Chapters 12-14

Focus for Reading: Within these chapters, Ella will begin her quest to rid herself of her curse.  Read these chapters keeping in mind the characteristics Ella possesses and how they help her along the way.

Focus Question #6

Within Chapters 12-14, Ella begins her quest.  What are two qualities Ella possesses that aid in her journey?

Answer Plan:  What to do

1. Write a sentence restating the question.

2. Discuss one of Ella’s traits using specific, relevant and interesting details from the text to support your answer.

3. Include a second trait; using examples from the novel to support.

4. Conclude by restating the question.

Possible Answer:

(1) When we think about what we know about Ella, it is easy to see that she possesses many qualities that will help her on her journey.  (2) One of these qualities is kindness.  In Chapter 13, Ella meets the Elves and because of the kindness she shows to them, they bestow upon her gifts of valuable pottery, plenty of food, and a pony to help her reach her destination.  (3) Ella also possesses the ability to speak many languages.  This is especially important when she is captured by ogres.  Since she can speak Ogrese, she can not only understand what they are saying, but also convinces them not to eat her.  (4) All in all, Ella possesses many qualities that will help her on her quest.
