6 Traits Writing Rubric

	RATING
	IDEAS
	ORGANIZATION
	CONVENTIONS

	5
	My ideas are clear and well-developed with details.

· You can tell I know a lot about the topic.

· My writing is full of interesting tidbits, but it doesn’t overwhelm you.

· I can sum up my main point in one clear sentence.

· You can picture what I’m talking about. I show things happening; I don’t just tell about them.


	My paper is as clear as a good road map. 

· My beginning hints at what’s coming and makes you want to read on.

· Paragraphs are focused on one main idea.

· The order from beginning to end makes sense.

· Details connect to my main point or story.

· My paper ends at just the right spot and ties everything together.
	I made so few errors it would be a snap getting this ready to publish.

· Capitals are all in the right places.

· Few punctuation mistakes.

· Great grammar.  My tenses stay consistent.

· My spelling will knock your socks off.

· Paragraphs are indented appropriately.

· New speakers=new paragraph.

	3
	My ideas are clear, but I need some spicy details.

· More information would make it more complete.

· I need to explain my ideas more in some parts.

· I’m trying to tell too much/not enough.

· It might be hard to picture what I’m talking about. Not enough showing.
	With work you can see where I’m headed.

· I have a beginning, but it may not be the best hook.

· Some paragraphs are focused.

· I probably should move some ideas around.

· Some ideas don’t connect to the main idea.

· My paper has an ending, but does it tie up loose ends?


	I definitely need to do some editing to get this ready.

· I’ve got some capital letters to fix.

· There are more than just a few punctuation mistakes.

· I need to work on my grammar.  My tenses change without notice.

· Spelling is correct on simple words.

· I need to recheck my paragraph indents.

· Dialogue is difficult to follow in parts.

	1
	I’m just figuring out what I want to say.

· I need more information to make this make sense.

· My ideas sound like a list without details.

· What’s my main idea?

· I’m not sure anyone reading this could picture anything.


	Where are we headed? I’m lost myself.

· A beginning? 

· I didn’t really use paragraphs to group ideas.

· There isn’t really an order to my ideas.

· It sounds like a collection of stuff.

· An ending? 
	I’ll really have to roll up my sleeves to get this ready for publishing.

· I’ve got to recheck when to capitalize letters.
· The punctuation mistakes make it hard to read.

· Grammar and tense mistakes make my writing sound awkward.

· I should ask someone for help with spelling.

· Following dialogue is a serious challenge.
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