Persuasive Essay Rubric

Name 






 Date 



 Hour 


	Learning Targets
	5
	3
	1

	I can introduce a claim.
	My writing makes a claim that is clear and one-sided.


	My writing makes a claim that is somewhat clear and/or one-sided.
	I’m not sure what the claim of my essay is.  The purpose is fuzzy.

	I can support my claim with reasons.
	My writing has three or more reasons that support my claim.

These reasons are detailed and reasonably connect to my claim.
	My writing has some reasons that support my claim.

The reasons might have some detail and/or kind of connect to my claim.
	I’m not sure I’ve included reasons to support my claim.

The reasons are fuzzy and don’t seem connected to my claim at all.



	I can use words to make the relationship between my claim and supporting reasons clear.
	My writing makes it clear how the reasons support the claim with examples and explanations.   

This relationship is obvious to the reader.


	My writing makes an attempt at giving examples and/or explanations of why the reasons support the claim. 

This relationship is fuzzy to the reader.


	I’m not sure I used examples or explanations connection reasons to my claim.

This relationship is missing to the reader.

	I can establish and maintain a formal style.
	My writing includes an introduction, body, and conclusion paragraphs.

My writing includes topic sentences and sensory details.


	My writing includes paragraphs, but it may not be clear what the purpose is of each one.

My writing includes some sensory details and topic sentences, but this might not be consistent.


	I’m not sure I used paragraphs to break down my ideas into smaller chunks.

My writing includes few topic sentences and/or sensory details.

	I can provide a concluding statement.
	My writing finishes with a concluding statement that wraps up the main ideas in my essay.

The concluding statement restates claim.
	My writing has a concluding statement but it only wraps up some of the essays ideas.

The concluding statement is vague and/or doesn’t restate the claim.
	I’m not sure I’ve included a concluding statement.

My writing may just abruptly stop or not wrap up the claim at all.


