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Cause/Effect & Solution Notes

	SOURCE

Author: Glencoe
Year: 2008
Title of Website/Book: Ecology
Web Address/Page: 107-108



	TOPIC: Water Pollution


	CAUSE

What made this happen?

· Air pollutants drift into water or are washed out of the sky by rain and into waterways
· People dump litter or waste materials into rivers, lakes, and oceans
· Chemical pesticides can wash into lakes/streams
· Algal blooms – raw sewage and excess fertilizer contain large amounts of nitrogen which cause the rapid growth of algae.
· Oil Spills
· Chemicals leak from underground storage tanks contaminating the groundwater

	EFFECT

What was the outcome of this?
· Poison fish and wildlife
· Can be harmful to people who swim in or drink the water

· Mercury and other metals can build up in fish tissue, and can be transferred to those who eat them.

· When algal bloom dies, it’s decomposed by bacteria that use a lot of oxygen.  Some fish and organisms die from not enough oxygen then.



	SOLUTIONS:

· Some laws require wastewater to be treated to remove pollutants before it is released



